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PRAYING FOR CHINA
A procession walks outside St. James Cathedral on Sept. 20 during a prayer service for the people of China after chemical explosions in August
killed scores of people. For story and photos, see Page 9. PHOTO BY MICHAEL HUDSON
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BY STUART MANN

THE Diocese of Toronto has once
again made a major commitment
to helping those in need, ear-
marking $500,000 for refugee
work. 

“It’s important for us to make a
statement that we’re willing to
make a substantial commitment
that will make a difference,” said
Archbishop Colin Johnson before
Diocesan Council approved the
amount at a meeting on Sept. 24. 

Details of how the money will
be spent have not been worked
out. Archbishop Johnson said he
will likely appoint a small group
from Diocesan Council to make
recommendations and report
back to Council for approval. 

He said the diocese will not di-
rectly sponsor refugees. Rather,

he would like the money to be
made available in the form of
matching grants to parishes that
want to sponsor refugees or work
with other churches and outside
groups. 

“I want to see how we can build
partnerships in order to do this
because that creates community,”
he said. “Bringing refugees to
Canada is all about creating com-
munities.”

Some of the money could also
be used to support agencies in
Canada and overseas that are
working directly with refugees,
he said. There are about 60 mil-
lion people around the world who
are either refugees or living in
refugee-like conditions. 

Archbishop Johnson said he
hoped the funds would be used to
assist refugees not only from the

Middle East but from other parts
of the globe such as Africa and
Asia. He said there are refugees
throughout the world who are el-
igible to come to Canada if local
groups would sponsor them. 

Churches in the diocese have a
long history of helping refugees
come to Canada, he said. In 1979,
he was part of a parish group that
sponsored a family from Vietnam,
an experience that made a pro-
found impression on him. 

“When a refugee comes in, it
makes a real difference not only
in the refugee’s life but in the life
of the sponsoring families,” he
said. “When we sponsored a Viet-
namese family, we were incredi-
bly changed by the process.” 

Similar to that time, churches
all over the diocese are respond-
ing to the current refugee crisis,

he said. (See related story on
Page 3.) “We are doing this out of
our faith commitment, that God
has created all of us and that all
people have dignity. That’s part of
our baptismal vows. The story of
refugees and finding a place in
community is part of our biblical
story. According to Matthew’s
Gospel, Jesus himself was a
refugee. This is not a new or nov-
el thing but who we are.” 

The money earmarked by the
diocese will come from the Min-
istry Allocation Fund, a part of
which is tithed each year for proj-
ects that are not covered by the
diocese’s operating budget. Past
recipients include Habitat for Hu-
manity GTA to build affordable
housing, the Council of the North

$500,000 to assist parishes with sponsorships
Funds earmarked for refugees

BY MARTHA HOLMEN

THE 156th Regular Session of Syn-
od is coming up, and while mo-
tions are moved and seconded in
a hotel ballroom in Richmond Hill,
the conversation will continue in
quite a different venue: online.

For those who want to follow
along in real time, Twitter is the
best place to get the latest news.
The account, @anglicandioTO,
will share live updates from the
floor of Synod using the hashtag
#torsyn15. Other Twitter users
will also be able to join the conver-
sation using that hashtag, which
identifies all tweets about a par-
ticular topic.

Those not following along on
Twitter will still be able to stay up
to date. Highlights from each day
of Synod – including the online
conversation – will be posted on
the diocesan website and shared
on social media. You can find links
to all of the diocese’s social media
accounts at www.toronto.angli-
can.ca.

The diocese is also using social
media to get people involved be-
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Order seeks
nominations
NOMINATIONS are invited for the
Order of the Diocese of Toronto.
In 2015, every parish in the follow-
ing deaneries is eligible to submit
one nomination: Victoria/Halibur-
ton, North Peel, St. James/Toron-
to East, and Nottawasaga. Nomi-
nation forms should be sent to
your area bishop by Nov. 22.
Awards will be presented at the
Archbishop’s Levee on Jan. 1,
2016, at St. James Cathedral. 

The purpose of the Order is to
recognize and honour those mem-
bers of the laity in the diocese
who have given outstanding serv-
ice over a significant period of
time in their volunteer ministry.
For more information, including
nomination forms, visit the dio-
cese’s website, www.toronto.an-
glican.ca. 
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Grant helps
church reach
LGBTQ youth

BY STUART MANN

ST. John, West Toronto has hired
a youth minister whose job in-
cludes reaching out to LGBTQ
(lesbian, gay, bisexual, transgen-
der and queer) young people. The
church received a $26,870 grant
from the diocese’s Our Faith-Our
Hope campaign to create the posi-
tion. 

The Rev. Samantha Caravan,
incumbent, says the outreach ini-
tiative is an extension of the
church’s passion for social jus-
tice. The church has many gay
and lesbian members and a long
history of advocating for equality.

“We know that LGBTQ youth
do not have an easy walk of it in
high school, so that’s what we set
out to do: create a space for them
to explore the possibility of faith

in their lives,” she says. 
The church has hired Meagh

Culkeen, a member of the LGBTQ
community. She has helped to start
a “queer Eucharist” at the church.
(The word “queer” is an increas-
ingly common and acceptable
term used by young people who
identify themselves as lesbian, gay,
bisexual or transgender.)

The monthly service is led by
LGBTQ people and their support-
ers and is open to everyone.
Meagh Culkeen is hoping that it
can be a place where the youth
not only connect with God but
with each other and the wider
church. “It’s a moment where we
can celebrate our contributions to
the church and say, ‘What is it
about us that’s different and why
does that enrich the church?’” 

She says gay, lesbian, bisexual

and transgender people of all
ages have a great deal to offer the
church, particularly through
their stories of resilience in the
face of rejection and exile. “I
think the presence of queer peo-
ple in the church can tell us a lot
about God,” she says. “We show
that faith is persistent and re-
silient. If faith was easy to shake,
none of us would be here. Or if be-

ing a welcoming community was
the only compelling part about a
Christian community, there
wouldn’t be LGBTQ Christians.
But the thing is, the Gospel is
compelling and God’s connection
to us is compelling.” 

In addition to the Eucharist,
Meagh Culkeen has started to
create networks among LGBTQ
youth in the parish and the wider
community. She has led a work-
shop at a local school’s Gay-
Straight Alliance group and is de-
veloping programs that are spe-
cific to the needs to lesbian, gay,
bisexual and transgender youth. 

She understands the rejection
and isolation that many young
LGBTQ Christians feel. She had
to leave her job as a youth worker
in another denomination when
she came out of the closet. “When
I was growing up, I didn’t know
any queer or trans Christians. Be-
ing queer and Christian didn’t go
very well together. It was like oil
and water.”

She says her life has come full
circle at St. John’s. In addition to
her job, she was confirmed there
last May and is a member of the
congregation. “I think it’s where
I’m supposed to be,” she says. “I
enjoy the work and connecting
with the kids and challenging

them and myself with notions of
what’s possible.”

Although her ministry is still in
its early stages, she hopes it will
become a beacon to others. “I
hope it shines not just for our dio-
cese and Anglicans but it be-
comes an example of what a new
relationship could be, a new story.
I’m hoping that this is a seed of a
new story. I’d love it to be the case
one day that stories of exile and
return aren’t typical of Christian
people who are part of LGBTQ
communities. I think we can do
better than that. We can start to
have stories that are about an in-
tegrity and wholeness, where
there isn’t a rupture when a kid
comes out or when a kid discov-
ers for themselves that they’re
transgender, when there isn’t a
rupture for their families and
faith communities. What if it was
a beautiful story from start to fin-
ish? What if heartbreak and strife
weren’t a part of that story?”

She asks Anglicans to pray for
all LGBTQ youth. “We need to be-
come a church that actively prays
for queer youth, not that they will
be changed but that they will be
loved and safe and well. If we as a
church start to intercede for that,
we as Christian people will also
be changed.”

Minister starts
service, programs

The Rev. Samantha Caravan and Meagh Culkeen outside St. John, West Toronto. PHOTO BY MICHAEL HUDSON

OUR HOPE
OUR FAITH

In this series, we look at how the
diocese’s Our Faith-Our Hope
campaign is helping individuals
and parishes re-imagine the
church. To date, the campaign
has raised $41 million.  
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BY MARTHA HOLMEN

WHEN the photo of Alan Kurdi ap-
peared in newspapers and on
screens in early September, peo-
ple around the world were united
by a desperate desire to help. In
the Diocese of Toronto, parishes
are responding to the crisis, faith-
ful to a decades-old tradition of
supporting refugees.

For St. Matthew, First Avenue,
the global attention was followed
in early October by long-antici-
pated news. After a six-month
wait, the Canadian government
had matched the parish with a
Syrian family, parents and their
three-year-old daughter.

“It is exciting news,” says the
Rev. Catherine Sider Hamilton,
associate priest at the parish.
“We are so grateful we are able to
help in a situation where there is
pressing need, grateful to God for
blessing this work so abundantly,
and grateful to all the people and
churches who are walking with
us.”

St. Matthew’s started the spon-
sorship process in September
2014. After a year of fundraising,
the parish had already raised the
$27,000 needed up front to support
a family.

Parishes and individuals across
the diocese have been eager to
help. The Parish of Minden-Kin-
mount has donated the monthly
earnings from its thrift shop for a
year, along with a gift up front.
Likewise, St. Augustine of Canter-
bury in Scarborough has worked
with St. Matthew’s to organize lo-
cal fundraising events.

Individuals with no connection
to the church or the diocese have
also embraced St. Matthew’s ef-
forts. The parish has received

substantial donations from peo-
ple who learned of its efforts on-
line or, in one case, by walking in
off the street.

“This process has knit us to-
gether with the neighbourhood,
the church community and the
non-church community in ways
we never expected,” says Ms.
Sider Hamilton.

Trinity Church, Aurora has
found similar connections in its
neighbourhood. The parish start-
ed considering sponsorship two
years ago when it was looking for
joint projects with Aurora United
Church. The two congregations
share a worship space.

“We thought that we had found
a home together, and we could get
together and help a refugee fami-
ly find a home too,” says the Rev.
Canon Dawn Davis, incumbent at
Trinity.

The partnership soon grew to
include a local mosque also inter-

ested in refugee sponsorship.
“We very quickly said yes. We
didn’t even hesitate,” says Ms.
Davis.

Trinity, Aurora and its partners
are one of many groups that have
connected with the Anglican Unit-
ed Refugee Alliance (AURA) to
learn about sponsoring refugees
from all parts of the world.

“The calls are just flying in,”
says Ian McBride, AURA’s execu-
tive director. “Many parishes are
banding together, sometimes ecu-
menically or with other Anglican
parishes. It’s happening all over
the place.”

While St. Matthew, First Av-
enue expects its refugee family to
arrive in three to five months and
other groups continue to wait,
they share the hope that their
plans are making a difference.

“There are so many refugees
worldwide, and we’re only help-
ing one family right now,” says

Ms. Davis. “But you make efforts
where you can. You start.”

Other parishes are responding
to the refugee crisis in various
ways:

• St. Anne, Toronto held a
concert in support of AURA.

• Several parishes, including
St. Clement, Eglinton and St.
Paul, Bloor Street, are dis-

cussing plans to sponsor
refugee families.

• St. Giles, Barrie is taking up
a special collection for
PWRDF.

• St. John, West Toronto is
raising money for PWRDF,
writing letters to politicians
and looking to support a
congregation already en-
gaged in the sponsorship
process.

• St. Saviour, Orono sent rep-
resentatives to an AURA in-
formation session on Sept.
26.

• All Saints, King City, Holy
Trinity, Thornhill and All
Saints, Collingwood are col-
laborating ecumenically
with other area churches to
sponsor a family.

• The Anglican Church
Women group at St. Francis
of Assisi has donated to
PWRDF.

Financial gifts can be made
through FaithWorks to support
AURA and PWRDF (the Pri-
mate’s World Relief and Develop-
ment Fund), which is working
with other agencies to provide
food and emergency aid to dis-
placed Syrians. To donate, visit
www.faithworks.ca/donating-to-
faithworks, click the “Donate To-
day” button and choose AURA or
PWRDF as the recipient of your
gift.

Churches take action for refugees

Diocese praised for decision
for suicide prevention and the
Diocese of the Arctic to rebuild its
cathedral after it was destroyed
by fire.

Ian McBride, the executive di-
rector of AURA (the Anglican-
United Refugee Alliance), praised
the diocese for its decision. “I
think it’s a very good use of re-
sources,” he said. “It’s human
need in its various forms, and

that’s where we belong. This also
makes an enormous contribution
to society. It’s in the best interests
of all concerned and I applaud it.” 

AURA, which is funded by
FaithWorks, is the official spon-
sorship agreement holder on be-
half of the diocese. It is able to set
up refugee sponsorships, train
sponsors and provide support
throughout the sponsorship

process.
Mr. McBride said his small staff

has worked day and night to keep
up with inquiries from parishes
and groups seeking to sponsor
refugees. In response, the Faith-
Works Allocations Committee
has approved a supplemental
grant that has allowed AURA to
hire an additional staff person for
up to a year. 

Continued from Page 1

The Techtonics, an a capella group from England, perform at St. Anne, Toronto, in a concert to support AURA’s
work with refugees. PHOTO BY MICHAEL HUDSON

WORLD  
LEPROSY 

DAY
 SUNDAY JANUARY 31, 2016

200-90 Allstate Parkway,  
Markham, ON  L3R 6H3  

905-886-2885  1-888-537-7679

www.worldleprosyday.ca

There’s still time to register your church!

Please contact Lynda at wld@effecthope.org

Twitter: #WLD2016  @WorldLeprosyDay
Facebook: “effect:hope” page

YouTube: User: effecthope

ROCK OF REFUGE
“In you, LORD, I have taken 
refuge; let me never be put  

to shame. Be my rock  
of refuge…”  Psalm 71:1,3

 

  
  

 
 

 

  
  

 
 

 

  
  

 
 

 

  
  

 
 

 

  
  

 
 

 

  
  

 
 

 

  
  

 
 

 

  
  

 
 

 

  
  

 
 

 

  
  

 
 

 

  
  

 
 

 

  
  

 
 

 

  
  

 
 

 

  
  

 
 

Efforts pay off
for parish

fore Synod starts. Anglicans on
Facebook, Twitter and LinkedIn
are being asked for their thoughts
on the theme of Synod, “Trea-
sures New and Old.” Where do
you see our diocese celebrating
both the new-and-different and
our traditions? How can we en-

courage the best of traditional and
fresh expressions of church?

It’s not too late to share your
ideas. Write on the diocese’s Face-
book wall, tweet @anglicandioTO,
send a message through social me-
dia or email editor@toronto.angli-
can.ca, and you might see your

thoughts on display at Synod.
You can learn more about Syn-

od by watching Archbishop Colin
Johnson’s pre-Synod video, avail-
able on the diocesan YouTube
channel at www.youtube.com/tor-
dio135, or by visiting www.toron-
to.anglican.ca/synod.

Continued from Page 1

Ideas sought on Synod’s theme
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COMMENT

T
he politics of fear are
insidious. They appeal
to that place in all of us
that feels unsafe and

vulnerable, the part of us that
needs protection. For some of
us, it is a side that we try to
hide from public view; for oth-

ers, it is overwhelming and dominates our
lives.  

Of course we are afraid sometimes; it is a
natural survival instinct. And fear of others
who are not like us is part of that. Fear can
freeze us or throw us into a fratricidal fren-
zy. It can be a sign of our deep love for anoth-
er and lead to heroic action on their behalf,
or it can isolate us or draw us into a mob.

We are meant to face our fears, not to give
in to them. As healthy adults, we are to rec-
ognize what is justified and respond accord-
ingly, and what is irrational and move be-
yond first impulses to react.

We have just completed a federal election
where the politics of fear pointed out some
very dark sides of our social psyche – a divi-
sive appeal that capitalizes on a thinly veiled
xenophobia and latent racism. It found focus
in the niqab. I have been both appalled and
yet thankful that it has been unveiled, be-
cause now revealed it can be addressed.

Otherness is at the heart of our faith. God is
wholly Other. God – not humans – overcomes
that divide by becoming one of us in Jesus. In
Jesus we see the love of God revealed.

The parables of Jesus and many of his in-
teractions reflect on the fear of others, and
the twist in many of these stories is the identi-
fication of the good, the moral, the righteous
in the one who is “other.” Think of the Good
Samaritan, the Syrophoenician woman, the
healing of the 10 lepers, the call of Matthew,
the Pharisee and the Publican praying in the
Temple, Lazarus and the pauper at his gate. 

Jesus’ stories upset the majority. “Why do
you consort with people like these?” “Tell
them to stop. They are not one of us.” “Who
are you to teach us? You are a sinner from
birth!” “Samaritan!” “Unclean!” “Gentile.”
“Stranger.” “Beelzebub.” 

These are words and ideas in scripture
that are balanced with other words: “Do not
be afraid.” “Fear not.” “Why are you afraid?”
“Go to all the world.”

The vision of the Kingdom of God in the
Book of Revelation is painted as a mighty
throng beyond number, whom Christ has re-
deemed for God “from every family, lan-
guage, people and nation… to serve our God
on Earth” (Rev. 4).

This is not just a vision for the end times
or about a distant heaven. We are called to
work towards the Kingdom values now.
“Your Kingdom come, your will be done, on

earth as in heaven,” is our daily prayer. In
the face of “others,” we see the face of God
and serve Christ as we find ourselves serv-
ing “them” (Matthew 25).  

The former Chief Rabbi of Great Britain
and the Commonwealth, Sir Jonathan Sachs,
a good friend of the retired Archbishop of
Canterbury, wrote that if you cannot see the
image of God in the face of a person who
does not look like you, then you have re-
made God in your own image. That, of
course, is the sin of idolatry.

Our society bears the enduring repercus-
sions of our attempts to force Indigenous
people to conform to Eurocentric cultural
norms – to be “us,” not “them.” You would
think we would learn!

The witness of the vastly various, and
sometimes distinctly “odd,” people whom we
commemorate on this month’s Feast of All
Saints is just such a recognition of the diver-
sity of God’s call to live lives of holiness and
the multitude of distinct ways people across
the ages have faithfully done so. We share in
God’s love with those we may fear because
they are “other than us” and we dare not
write them off or diminish their value.  

How can you and I act intentionally on our
baptismal vows in the next days – repenting of
our sin (naming racism for what it is); seeking
and serving Christ in all persons, loving our
neighbour as ourselves; striving for justice
and peace among all people, and respecting
the dignity of every human being?

W
ill the real clergy
please stand up?

When we think about clergy,
the image that first comes to
mind is a priest, particularly
the full-time, professional

priest in charge of a parish. This is under-
standable because it is the kind of cleric one
meets most often. But this is an incomplete
picture, and it is changing. The Diocese of
Toronto is also served by part-time, bi-voca-
tional and non-stipendiary clergy. An impor-
tant part of that group is the cadre of voca-
tional deacons. 

Deacons are an ancient order of the church
that can trace its origins all the way back to
the New Testament. In Jerusalem, when the
church was in its infancy, the apostles encoun-
tered a problem when food was distributed
among widows. Greek Jews complained that
their widows were neglected while Hebrew
widows got preferential treatment – apparent-
ly, church conflict has a long pedigree! The
apostles wisely decided to raise up people
with gifts distinct from their own. In prayer,
they called seven men to serve the poor (Acts
6:1-7).

When persecution dispersed the church
from Jerusalem to Judea, Samaria and be-
yond, we read about Deacon Philip bringing
the Gospel with him. The story of this church
planter culminated in the dramatic encounter
between him and the Ethiopian eunuch (Acts
8: 5-12, 26-40). The call to connect the church
with society – the dual charism of service and
evangelism – has been the hallmark of the di-
aconate ever since. The revival of this order is
one of the more exciting developments in our
diocese.

I met with the deacons of York-Scarbor-
ough in late September, as I do every year. Af-
ter worship and before business, each shared
stories of their diaconal ministry. I was so
moved by their stories that I abandoned what
I was going to write about and now, with their

permission, share them with you. They are
described in broad strokes to respect the sen-
sitive nature of some of their situations.

All deacons share in the liturgy. The dual
nature of their vocation is represented liturgi-
cally by their reading the Gospel, setting the
table and dismissing the congregation. But
each deacon is required to engage in at least
one other ministry. Some follow a long tradi-
tion of leading or organizing pastoral care for
the poor and infirm in a parish. Thus, we have
a deacon leading the parish food bank, one
leading pastoral visitation and one leading a
visitation team to a nursing home. Another
deacon called together a team to bring snacks
to a local school. Not only do deacons connect
the church to the neighbourhood through
their actions, but also, by calling parishioners
to join them, they call the people of God to pay
attention to what is outside the church walls.
Beyond providing service themselves, their
ministry changes parish culture. 

Some deacons are quite creative and inten-
tional in creating space for spiritual inquiries
as they offer necessary services. One deacon
simply volunteers in the community booth in
a shopping mall; subsequent to his long-time
participation, he is recognized by the people,
and his church connection is respected. An-
other deacon learned about Advance Care Di-
rectives from a Christian perspective and be-
gan to offer it to the neighbourhood. Advance
Care Directives is a process by which people
of all ages create instructions for how they
wish to be cared for and how their properties
should be used should they become incapaci-
tated through illness, aging or accident. We
live in a death-denying culture, and many peo-
ple have no clue about how their elderly par-
ents want to be looked after until it is too late.
The deacon included funeral planning for
good measure.  Another deacon has an office

in a friendly funeral home and provides real,
albeit unobtrusive, support for bereaved fami-
lies. She related that young mothers who have
lost babies and children are particularly in
need of such ministry. 

Yet others have responsible jobs in which
they bear witness to their faith and vocation.
One is a practising psychotherapist; another
is a trainer of staff in a big company. Staff
from her work came to her ordination, and
they were people of many faiths. They had
been seeking her counsel before her ordina-
tion – an important way to discern vocation is
to see whether you are already exercising it –
but after the ordination, she got phone calls
about life issues even after working hours. 

All deacons are required to take courses in
theology. Though the requirements are less
rigorous than those for a Master of Divinity,
some have completed that degree and even
gone beyond to the level of doctorate. Natural-
ly, they are resourceful in parish Bible stud-
ies. Of special interest to me was the story of
a Muslim woman in a Bible study who really
loved Jesus (Isa in Islam), but was wrestling
with the question of whether he was more
than the prophet that Islam acknowledges
him to be. The deacon in this case showed
great sensitivity in navigating that situation. 

There are currently 40 deacons in the dio-
cese, yet their ministry is not fully recognized
or appreciated, especially in parishes that do
not have vocational deacons. The rise of voca-
tional deacons is relatively recent in this dio-
cese. Vocational deacons have been ordained
since the 1990s, after General Synod recom-
mended it after addressing some concerns.
The worry was that having deacons lead in
outreach and evangelism would further cleri-
calization and discourage lay ministry. This
danger is only real when the vocation is mis-
understood. Deacons do not perform outreach
and evangelism on behalf of the people; they
mobilize the people and turn their attention
out to the world and its needs. An effective
deacon not only does great work in the com-

The politics of fear
BY ARCHBISHOP COLIN JOHNSON

ARCHBISHOP’S DIARY

BY BISHOP PATRICK YU

BISHOP’S OPINION

Moved by deacons’ stories

Continued on Page 9
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C
anada has reached
a milestone. For
the first time in its
nearly 150-year his-

tory, the number of seniors
is greater than the number
of children. The figures, re-
leased by Statistics Canada

on Sept. 29, are glaring: 16 per cent of
Canadians are 14 or younger, while 16.1
per cent are 65 or older. 

This demographic reality will have a
profound impact on everything from
health care to retirement planning. It will
also impact the church – in fact, it already
does. More and more Anglican congrega-
tions are confounded by a stark reality:
lots of folks with grey hair are sitting in
the pews. 

How is this demographic change im-
pacting the church, and what can we
learn from it? Here’s what we know.
Those over the age of 65 are among our
most loyal and generous givers. They
comprise my parents’ generation. Their
values include commitment to church,
economic security and the importance of
family. They have achieved the middle-
class dream through hard work and per-
severance. For this age demographic, Sun-
day will always be The Lord’s Day.

Another large group in our society –
and the one spiriting the most immediate
change – comprises those born between
1982 and 2005, known as “Generation Y.”
According to a Pew Research study, Gen-
eration Y is less inclined to go to church
and more likely to challenge authority.
They lead busy lives and love technology.

Higher education is important, but work
isn’t an end in itself; work is merely a way
to help afford leisure, comfort and style. 

Millennials – as members of Generation
Y are also known – represent a significant
challenge to the church. The church is an
institution vested in tradition. The pace of
change can be glacial, with conflict aris-
ing around the use of music, the length of
the liturgy, the content of sermons, the
hours of service, who can be ordained and
who can be married. Issues that chal-
lenged previous generations are of little
consequence to this new generation (as
my 14-year-old tells me on a regular ba-
sis). In a 2013 article, The Economist char-
acterized Millennials as less religious,
more liberal, and supportive of marriage
equality. They are less endeared to life-
long charitable causes, but will give gen-
erously if there is evidence that their do-
nation will make a difference.

Millennials are already changing the
shape of the church. They are, as Chris-
tian Chiakulas recently wrote in the Huff-
ington Post, interested in churches where
they can connect with others and seek
volunteer opportunities that are very spe-
cific. They care about good preaching and
programs and want to be taken seriously.
When a preacher states an historical fact,
many Millennials will check the accuracy
on their smartphones right in the pew.

We can see how these different values
will have a significant impact on church

life. Worship centres will be smaller and
portable – because fewer will be attend-
ing. Volunteer roles and responsibilities
will need to be adapted to be made short-
er, more fulfilling and less demanding;
Millennials don’t want to be worship-only
attendees. Religious services will be flexi-
ble, with start times later in the day or
during the week – after all, Millennials

are not likely to rise until noon on Sunday
anyway. All of this will have a significant
impact on stewardship and giving. Next
month I’ll discuss how we can begin to do
stewardship differently in order to reach
out to Generation Y.

Peter Misiaszek is the director of
Stewardship Development. 

Members of Generation Y, a group that is driving change in society. PHOTO BY GARRY KNIGHT,
VIA WIKIMEDIA COMMONS

THE STEWARD
BY PETER MISIASZEK

Demographic change is here
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Elin Goulden is the Parish Outreach Fa-
cilitator for the episcopal area of York-
Credit Valley.

I serve as a liason between the diocese
and York-Credit Valley parishes on is-
sues of social and environmental jus-
tice. I encourage parishes to get involved
in our events and advocacy campaigns,
and I equip them with education and re-
sources on the issues. I also work with
parishes that are exploring new ways to
do outreach in their communities or try-
ing to revitalize an outreach ministry in
transition. 

There’s a lot of really interesting work
that we’re doing in the diocese, but one
thing I’m really excited about is prepar-
ing for our 2016 vestry motion on imple-
menting the recommendations of the
Truth and Reconciliation Commission.
I believe we in Canada are at a critical
turning point in our relationship with
First Nations, Inuit and Métis people, and
I’m excited to be part of a church that is
taking reconciliation seriously. 

It’s an extremely varied job, and it is
never dull! I love helping people see how
their faith applies to various issues in the
world, how our call to embody the King-
dom of God takes shape in concrete ways.
I also really enjoy connecting people in a
common endeavour who might not other-
wise know each other or work together. It
can be frustrating, though, when progress
is slow or seemingly non-existent, or
when one encounters people with en-
trenched prejudices or negative attitudes.
The key is not to become cynical or nega-
tive yourself, but to keep at the work
faithfully over the long haul, and to bear
the love of Christ towards everyone – not
just those who support you.

I was born and grew up in Winnipeg
and did my Bachelor of Arts at the Uni-

versity of Manitoba, after which I
moved to Kingston to study law at
Queen’s. During the summers, I worked
first as an interpretive guide at a wildlife
sanctuary and later with the Public Inter-
est Law Centre of Legal Aid Manitoba. I
articled in Ottawa with the regional gov-
ernment and then moved back to
Kingston for several years to work as a le-
gal editor. Feeling unfulfilled in my work,
I decided to explore theological education
at Wycliffe College. I met my husband, got
married, and completed my Master of
Arts in Theology in 2008. Before starting

with the Dio-
cese of Toron-
to, I did a vari-
ety of jobs, in-
cluding teach-
ing lay min-
istry courses
at Wycliffe Col-
lege, doing
clerical work
for a tax law
author, and

working at Environment Canada. I’ve also
worked with ISARC, an interfaith coali-
tion that does advocacy on social justice
issues in Ontario, which has been an ex-
tremely valuable experience.

I grew up in a non-denominational
evangelical church, with a strong influ-
ence from my Mennonite family on my
mother’s side. However, my mother also
introduced me to the Book of Common
Prayer and took me to Advent carol serv-
ices, which attracted me to the Anglican
tradition. I started attending Anglican
services while at Queen’s and was re-
ceived into the Anglican Church in Ot-
tawa in 1996. 

I’ve been shaped by many influences, in-
cluding the evangelical appreciation for
scripture, the Mennonite tradition of
pacifism and community-building, and a
deep love of nature instilled in me by my
late father. Volunteering at a group home
for street-involved teen girls (many of
them aboriginal) in Winnipeg, working

with Legal Aid Manito-
ba, being involved in
sponsoring a refugee
family at my church in

Ottawa and doing prison-visiting with my
church in Kingston were experiences that
brought me face-to-face with inequality
and injustice and the need for us as Chris-
tians to be Christ’s hands and feet in the
world. I’ve also been inspired by the exam-
ples of Christians like John Woolman,
William Wilberforce, Dorothy Day and
Archbishop Desmond Tutu, who have com-
bined a lively faith with public advocacy. 

Outreach and advocacy are important
because they are integral parts of our
calling as Christians. The Bible is full of
calls to speak up on behalf of the vulnera-
ble (Proverbs 30:8-9 and Isaiah 1:16-17),
and not to despise the poor but to show
our faith by our generous actions (Isaiah
58:6-7, James 2, 1 John 3:17-18); indeed, to
welcome and serve those in need is to
welcome and serve Christ himself
(Matthew 25).  The number one thing I be-
lieve parishes should do is to approach
outreach and advocacy with open, hum-
ble, listening hearts. It’s all too easy to
“do good” in a way that puts down the
very people you are striving to help, that
assumes you know what’s best for them,
or that reinforces barriers of race, class,
gender, etc. Often we are not even con-
sciously aware of it. But when we listen to
others and learn from them, we find our
whole world opened up and enriched and
the Spirit has a chance to transform lives,
including our own.   

What would I like to be doing five years
from now? I’m always mindful of that
passage in James that cautions us about
being too sure of our future plans. So
while I’m not entirely sure what the fu-
ture holds, I hope that I will still be seek-
ing justice and helping to inspire others to
do so, in whatever capacity God calls me
to do that.

I remember being on a retreat while in
the middle of my law degree and decid-
ing to read through the book of Isaiah.
In the very first chapter, verses 16 and 17
jumped out at me: “Cease to do evil, learn
to do good; seek justice, rescue the op-
pressed, defend the orphan, plead for the
widow.” That opened my eyes to the call
to justice that runs like a golden thread
not only through Isaiah but the whole
Bible.  And I also like to reflect on Colos-
sians 1:15-20 and remember that God,
through Christ, is at work to reconcile all
things in heaven and on earth. There is
hope beyond what we can see now, and
God has called us to be part of the recon-
ciling work of the Kingdom. There’s noth-
ing more exciting than that.

Elin Goulden (at left holding banner) walks in the Truth and Reconciliation walk in Toronto
in May. PHOTO BY MICHAEL HUDSON

We are at a critical turning point
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Women invited
to spend year in
‘God’s rhythm’
BY STUART MANN

THE Sisterhood of St. John the Di-
vine is inviting young women to
spend a year living in “God’s
rhythm.” 

The Sisters are inviting up to 10
women, age 22 to 40, to live with
them at St. John’s Convent in
Toronto, where they will experi-
ence the Benedictine life of
prayer, study, recreation and
service to others. 

“It’s an opportunity to take a
year off to deepen their spiritual
lives, their walk with God,” says
the Rev. Canon Sister Constance
Joanna Gefvert, one of the organ-
izers. 

The initiative, called “Spend a
Year Living in God’s Rhythm:
Companions on the Way,” will be-
gin next September. The women
will live in the convent’s guest
house and take part in the Sisters’
daily life, which includes four
worship services a day. 

In addition to daily devotions,
the women will spend part of each
day in study, either at the convent
or at Wycliffe College, where they
will attend classes on a wide vari-
ety of subjects, including contem-
plative prayer, the monastic tradi-
tion and the missional church. 

Sister Constance Joanna is hop-
ing that the initiative will raise up
a new group of leaders in the
church, women who are grounded
in monastic values and practices
and equipped to bring the Gospel
to a rapidly changing society. 

“We feel this program answers
a need that is expressed by young
people in our church – how to be
more grounded in their spiritual
life and also to develop skills that
will be useful in pioneering min-
istries that they may be involved
in.” 

Part of each week will be devot-
ed to serving others in the wider
community, possibly at a Faith-
Works ministry or St. John’s Re-

hab Hospital. The women will al-
so help out at the convent, assist-
ing the Sisters with their ministry
of hospitality and with basic
housekeeping duties.  

Each woman will meet with a
spiritual mentor once a month
and also with the Sisters on a reg-
ular basis, to discuss how things
are going. They will have four
weeks off for vacation and anoth-
er week for a retreat. Their room,
board and daily expenses will be
paid for by the sisterhood. Mon-
days will be a day off. 

Sister Constance Joanna says
one of the most important aspects
of the year is to help the women
discern where God is calling them.
“We want to help them find where
their joy, gifts and passion meet a
need in the world, as Frederick
Buechner would say,” she says. 

Molly Finlay, an associate mem-
ber of the sisterhood and one of
the organizers of the program,
said the year is ideal for young
women who are searching for “au-
thentic spirituality” and have a
passion for renewing the church. 

“I think it’s an opportunity for
women who have been searching
and wondering about their voca-
tion – wondering about why their
spiritual lives feel a bit hollow,”
she says. “It’s taking a time out of
your usual schedule to grow in
Christ and be transformed, and in
turn transform the church. The
church is at a crossroads. It’s not
going to look the way it did. And
we have an opportunity here to
find some women who are hungry
to follow Christ and to form them
in an orthodox spirituality, and
then allow them to go out and be
change-agents for our church and
to be missionaries to our culture.” 

Ms. Finlay has been an associate
of the sisterhood for several years,
an experience that has changed
her life. A former communications
professional, she is now a divinity
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U.S. priest to speak
on small churches
Dean Kevin Martin, a retired con-
gregational development officer
from the Episcopal Diocese of
Texas, will share insights on how

small churches can overcome ob-
stacles and plan for the future, at
the ReChurch 2015 conference, to
be held on Nov. 14 at St. Thomas
Anglican Church, 99 Ontario St.,
St. Catharines. For more informa-
tion, visit ww.rechurchnow.com.

Conference focuses
on children’s ministry
The Rev. Stephanie Douglas-Bow-

man, incumbent of Christ Memo-
rial Church, Oshawa, will be the
keynote speaker at The Centre for
Excellence in Christian Educa-
tion’s annual conference on Nov. 7
at St. John, York Mills. The sub-
ject of her talk will be, “Why Your
Ministry to Children and Families
Matters.” The conference will in-
clude several workshops. To reg-
ister, visit www.thecece.org. 

Continued on Page 10

From left, the Rev. Canon Sister Constance Joanna Gefvert, Molly Finlay
and Karen Isaacs. PHOTO BY MICHAEL HUDSON
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Jean Northey takes her turn ringing the bell at St. Matthew-St. Aidan,
Buckhorn. 

PARISH
NEWS
Lunch and movie
just the ticket
Every month during the spring
and fall, Trinity-St. Paul, Port
Credit hosts “Lunch and a
Movie,” drawing between 35 and
70 people, many of them retirees,
from the parish and surrounding
neighbourhoods.

The program begins with an el-
egant sit-down lunch at tables set
with lace tablecloths, linen nap-
kins, real dishware and floral cen-
terpieces. Guests enjoy appetiz-
ers, finger sandwiches, fruit and
dessert prepared and served by
parish volunteers, in an atmos-
phere that encourages relaxed
conversation. Donations are col-
lected on a pay-what-you-can ba-
sis, with proceeds going to the
parish’s FaithWorks campaign.
Leftover sandwiches are offered

to any who wish to take them
home. After the meal, guests en-
joy a popular movie, with an in-
termission for coffee and dessert.

A significant number of guests
are attracted through The Com-
pass, a food bank and meal pro-
gram supported by Trinity-St.
Paul’s and 15 other local churches.

“Many of the people here aren’t
connected with church, but this
becomes a community for them,”
says the Rev. Susanne McKim, in-
cumbent. “It fills a social and in
some cases a physical need with
grace and dignity.”

Parishioners ring
bells for Queen
At 12:30 p.m. on Sept. 9, 26 parish-
ioners of St. Matthew-St. Aidan,
Buckhorn gathered at the church
to pay tribute to the Queen as the
longest reigning British monarch.
Prayers of thanks were offered
and then almost everyone in at-
tendance joyfully took part in
ringing the church bell in tribute
to Her Majesty. Although the
Queen had said that she wanted

BY ROSEMARY MACADAM

“THERE is no reconciliation with-
out compassion and understand-
ing. You can’t reconcile with me if
you don’t know who I am, my sto-
ry and the story of my people,”
said Cam Agowissa at Interface,
an event to empower youth to live
out their faith in the community.
His comment struck home for me
and for other young Anglicans.
More than 30 youth attended the
event at the St. James Cathedral
Centre on Sept. 26 to learn about
residential schools and the Truth
and Reconciliation Commission.

Focusing on the Truth and Rec-
onciliation Commission (TRC)
was timely as both the federal
government and the Anglican
Church of Canada begin to imple-
ment the recommendations made
in the TRC report. “I think it’s im-
portant that youth be a part of the
conversation about reconcilia-
tion, so we can make connections
between living out our faith and
taking action on this issue in our
communities,” said the Rev.
Christian Harvey, joint organizer
of the event and the youth social
justice coordinator for Trent-
Durham.

Mr. Agowissa, an Anishinaabe
cultural teacher, began the morn-
ing with a smudging ceremony
and gave traditional teachings on
First Nations history and culture.
Youth participants were excited
to learn from his teachings about
the spiritual and cultural way of

life for First Nations people.
“When Cam told the stories of

his people, I was really moved by
the depth of his spirituality and
what he said about all religions
being based in the belief of a high-
er power. We call it God and Je-
sus, he calls it Creator,” said Ly-
dia Keesmaat-Walsh, 17.

In the afternoon, National In-
digenous Bishop Mark MacDon-
ald drew connections between
scripture and First Nations teach-
ings. “First Nations people see
many traditional teachings of the
four directions and the medicine
wheel in the Bible,” he said.

Along with sharing their rich
cultural traditions, both speakers
told of the painful history of resi-
dential schools. Mr. Agowissa ex-
plained how residential schools
were designed to assimilate First
Nations children through what
the TRC calls a “cultural geno-
cide.” He spoke with emotion as
he explained how family struc-
tures were broken when children
were taken from their families
and placed in residential schools.
In the afternoon, Bishop MacDon-
ald stunned participants by not-
ing that 20 to 50 per cent of chil-
dren who went to residential
school died, through malnutri-
tion, disease or abuse.

Yet we were not left numb by
these facts. Youth were encour-
aged to be leaders in the reconcil-
iation process; we were urged to
learn more about First Nations
culture and get involved in the

process of reconciliation. 
Ms. Keesmaat-Walsh said she

left the event feeling inspired.
“When the first settlers came
here, they hurt the aboriginal
people who lived here, and the
Europeans continued to hurt
them for years and years,” she
said. “They never said, ‘I’m sorry,
let me try to make it better.’ Now
it’s our responsibility, not only as
Christians but, as Cam would say,
as fellow spirits, to say, ‘I’m sorry
this happened to you. What can I
do to make it better?’” It is advice
we can all follow in living out our
faith and in making reconciliation
a reality.

Launched by the Archbishop’s
Youth Ministry Committee, an In-
terface youth event will happen
every year. To learn more, visit
www.toronto.anglican.ca/parish-
life/youth/

Rosemary MacAdam is the area
youth coordinator for York-Credit
Valley.

Event focuses on TRC,
First Nations traditions

Youth urged
to work for
reconciliation

Participants of the inaugural In-
terface gathering pose for a pic-
ture. At right, youth pass Bishop
Mark MacDonald’s shell necklace
during a discussion on First Na-
tions culture, history and spiritu-
ality. PHOTOS BY MICHAEL HUDSON

Continued on Page 9
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AFTER a series of chemical explo-
sions rocked three cities in China
in August, killing hundreds of
people and injuring many more,
the Mandarin Fellowship of St.
James Cathedral held a bilingual
prayer service on Sept. 20. About
130 people attended the service,
which began inside the cathedral
and then continued outside with
intercessions at St. James Park,
in front of the Diocesan Centre
and at the cathedral’s Memorial
Cross. The service was said in
Mandarin and English and in-
cluded singing by the Missis-
sauga Chinese Christian Church
choir.

“We have witnessed what is so
true – that we, being many, have
become one body in Christ, wher-
ever the corner of the world we
have come from,” said James Liu,
lay pastoral associate for Man-
darin ministry at the cathedral, af-
terwards. 

The following churches helped
to organize and publicize the serv-
ice: St. George on Yonge, Toronto;
St. Thomas, Huron Street; St.
Bartholomew, Regent Park; St.
Mary Magdalene, Toronto; St. Hi-
lary, Cooksville; St. Paul L’Amore-
aux, Scarborough; St. Elizabeth,
Mississauga; Good Shepherd,
Toronto; St. Jude, Wexford; St. Si-
mon-the-Apostle, Toronto; St.
Martin in-the-Fields, Toronto; St.

Matthias, Bellwoods; Grace
Church, Scarborough; St. Paul,
Bloor Street; St. Timothy, Agin-
court; All Saints, Markham; St.
John, Willowdale; St. Christopher,

Toronto; and the Mississauga Chi-
nese Christian Church. Wycliffe
College, Holy Cross Priory and the
Sisterhood of St. John the Divine
were also involved. 

Prayers are said outside the Diocesan Centre. 

James Liu gives the homily and Morning Wang translates during part
of the service inside the cathedral. 

Prayers
for victims
in China

Parish news
“no fuss” on the occasion, the
parish noted the need to recog-
nize the historical milestone. The
bell rang happily for nearly five
minutes. Passersby stopped to
take photos of the giant Union
Jack draped over the parish sign.
Fittingly, after the brief service,
those gathered retired to a local

British pub in Lakefied – the Ca-
noe and Paddle – where they
toasted the Queen and partook of
bangers and mash, ale stew, steak
and kidney pie or fish and chips.
The parish was one of many
across the diocese that celebrated
the occasion by ringing the
church bells. 

Continued from Page 8

Girls carry the flags of China and Canada during the procession through
St. James Park. PHOTOS BY MICHAEL HUDSON

NEWS

munity; they will, by telling their
stories and motivating people, in-
spire them to do similar, though
not necessarily identical, things.
Just as the deacons in York-Scar-
borough bear witness in their
work and their neighbourhoods,
parishioners can each bear wit-
ness in their own situations and
in their own way.

And here is the problem: I
gather that in my area at least,
priests are very happy to share
the liturgy with the deacon when
there is one in the parish, but it
is not a general practice to share
the pulpit.  Granted, being a
good preacher is not one of the
requirements in the diaconal vo-
cation, and it would actually not
be helpful if the deacon preaches
in exactly the same way as the
priest. His or her special calling
is to draw attention to the chal-

lenges and opportunities in the
world around. So I hope priests
will give deacons their share of
pulpit time, and that deacons
will use that time to focus on
their special role. 

All right, what if your deacon
cannot actually preach? How
about putting together regular
interviews? I have found that for-
mat to be particularly real and
engaging to listen to, not to men-
tion much less difficult for the in-
terviewee. Come to think of it,
what about inviting a vocational
deacon from another parish to
tell his or her story, especially if
you do not have one in your
own?

The most helpful thing I have
heard about ordination is that
ministry is the privilege and re-
sponsibility of the whole people
of God. The whole church has a

priestly, episcopal and diaconal
function for which people so or-
dered are icons. Clergy pledge
themselves to be under authori-
ty – under orders – not to ex-
clude the people, but to lead and
invite others appropriately into
these aspects. The whole people
of God witnessing to the whole
Gospel for the whole world – now
that is a vision worth living into!

Deacons play a special role
Continued from Page 4

Celebrating our 25th Annual Christmas 
Concert “Home for the Holidays”

To Order Tickets:
      Mail, Call or Email

LOFT Community Services
15 Toronto Street, 9th Floor
Toronto, ON  M5C 2E3
416-979-1994 ext. 233
atran@loftcs.org
www.loftcs.org

TICKET PRICES
Regular - $35

1 ticket

Patron - $100
1 ticket plus tax receipt

Benefactor - $500
2 tickets, tax receipt,

invitation to post-concert reception

LOFT Community Services
Monday, December 7, 2015 at 7:30pm

St. James Cathedral, Toronto

Breanne Dietrich, 2014 Billy Newton-Davis, 2014 Thom Allison, 2014 Stephanie Martin, 2013St. James Cathedral
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To submit items for Looking
Ahead, email editor@toronto.an-
glican.ca. The deadline for the
December issue is Nov. 3. Parish-
es can also promote their events
on the diocese’s website Calendar
at www.toronto.anglican.ca.

Worship & Music
OCT. 24 - Gemini Pan Groove
presents Pan in Harmony at St.
Dunstan of Canterbury, 56 Law-
son Rd., Scarborough at 6:30 p.m.
Tickets are $20. Call 416-283-1844.
Gemini Pan Groove is a program
that uses the steel pan as a medi-
um for community development
and as a foundation to advance
the art form.  
NOV. 1 - Choral evensong for All
Saints Day, 4 p.m., with Voices
Chamber Choir, conducted by
Ron Cheung and featuring Fau-
re’s Requiem. Followed by Pump-
kin Tea and a short illustrated
talk on Plainsong and the Prayer
Book.  Held at St. Olave, Bloor and
Windermere streets, Toronto.
NOV. 11-14 - The Canterbury Play-
ers present Avenue Q, a musical,
at 8 p.m. at St. Dunstan of Canter-
bury, 56 Lawson Rd., Scarborough.
Tickets $25. All seats reserved.
For audiences 14 years and above.
Call 416-283-1844. VISA accepted. 
NOV. 29 - Advent Choral Even-
song, 4 p.m., followed by Christ-
mas Tea, at St. Olave, Bloor and
Windermere streets, Toronto. At
5 p.m., St. Olave’s Arts Guild and
Consort present light music and
entertainment.
DEC. 6 - St. Martin in-the-Fields
annual Advent Carol Service at
7:30 p.m. Music presented by the
choir of St. Martin’s, directed by
Jack Hattey. Instrumental accom-
paniment by Tom Fitches on or-
gan, Paul Sanvidotti on trumpet
and Nancy Nourse on flute. Col-
lection will be taken for an out-
reach facility in the parish.  St.
Martin’s is located at 151 Glen-
lake Ave., Toronto. Reception fol-
lowing the service.

Talks, Plays &
Presentations
NOV. 18 - Archbishop Colin John-
son talks about assisted dying,
7:30 p.m. to 9 p.m., St. Simon-the-
Apostle, 525 Bloor St. E., Toronto.
DEC. 4-6, 11-13, 18-20 - The
Christmas Story at Holy Trinity, 19
Trinity Square, west side Toronto
Eaton Centre. Performed since

1938 with professional musicians,
volunteer cast. Matinees 4:30 p.m.
Dec. 5, 6, 12, 13, 19 and 20.
Evenings, 7:30 p.m. Dec. 4, 11, 12,
18, 19 and 20. American Sign Lan-
guage interpretation at selected
performances. Suggested dona-
tion $20 adults, $5 children. Wheel-
chair accessible. To reserve:
www.holytrinitytoronto.org; 416-
598-4521, ext. 301. 
DEC. 5-6 - Display of nativities
from around the world at St. Mark,
Port Hope. December 5: 10 a.m. to
4 p.m. Dec. 6: 12 noon to 4 p.m.
DEC. 12 - “A Fireside Christmas
Gift,” storytelling and carols,
mulled cider and mince pie, 4
p.m., St. Theodore of Canterbury,
111 Cactus Ave., Toronto. All pro-
ceeds to the North York Harvest
Food Bank.

Sales
OCT. 24 - Fall rummage sale, 9
a.m. to 12 p.m., Holy Trinity, 140
Brooke St., Thornhill. 
NOV. 7 - Christmas bazaar, 10 a.m.
to 1 p.m., Our Saviour, 1 Lauren-
tide Dr., Don Mills. 
NOV. 7 - The Market, 10 a.m. to 3
p.m., St. Barnabas, 361 Danforth
Ave., Toronto.
NOV. 7 - Poinsettia bazaar, 10 a.m.
to 2 p.m., St. Matthew, 135 Wilson
Rd. S., Oshawa. 
NOV. 7 - St. Joseph of Nazareth,
290 Balmoral Dr., Brampton, is
holding its bazaar from 9 a.m. to 2
p.m. 
NOV. 7 - Craft sale and bazaar, St.
Peter, Erindale, 3041 Mississauga
Rd., Mississauga, from 10 a.m. to
2 p.m. 
NOV. 7 – St. Nicholas’ Christmas
bazaar, 1512 Kingston Rd., from 12
p.m. to 3 p.m. 
NOV. 14 - Christmas bazaar and
luncheon, 9:30 a.m. to 1:30 p.m.,
Grace Church, 19 Parkway Ave.,
Markham. 
NOV. 14 - Bazaar, 10 a.m. to 3 p.m.,
St. Paul on-the-Hill, Pickering, 882
Kingston Rd. 
NOV. 14 - Christmas bazaar, 9 a.m.
to 2 p.m., Holy Family, Heart Lake,
Brampton. The church is at 10446
Kennedy Rd., N. 
NOV. 14 - St. Cuthbert’s Christmas
Fair, 1399 Bayview Ave., 11 a.m. to
2 p.m. 
NOV. 14 - Timothy Mouse Christ-
mas Store, 9:30 a.m. to 2 p.m., St.
Timothy, Agincourt, 4125 Shep-
pard Ave., E. 
NOV. 14 - 70th annual bazaar, 10
a.m. to 2 p.m., Christ Church, 4
Elizabeth St. N., Brampton.

NOV. 14 - Christmas bazaar, Christ
Church, Scarborough Village, 155
Markham Rd., Scarborough, 9:30
a.m. to 1 p.m. 
NOV. 14 - Christmas bazaar and
luncheon, 9 a.m. to 1:30 p.m.,
Grace Church, 19 Parkway Ave.,
Markham.
NOV. 14 - Christmas Craft Show
and Coffee House, 10 a.m. to 4
p.m., St. Olave, Bloor and Winder-
mere streets, Toronto.
NOV. 14 - Christmas bazaar, 9 a.m.
to 2 p.m., All Saints, 300 Dundas
St. W., Whitby. 
NOV. 20-21 - Ten Thousand Vil-
lages Festival Sale and Café at St.
James, 58 Peter St. N., Orillia.
Nov. 20: 12 noon to 6 p.m.; Nov. 21,
9 a.m. to 4 p.m. 
NOV. 21 - Festival of Christmas,
10.30 a.m. to 2 p.m., Holy Trinity,
140 Brooke St., Thornhill.
NOV. 21 - Bazaar, 9 a.m. to 2 p.m.,
St. Dunstan of Canterbury, 56
Lawson Rd., Scarborough. 

NOV. 21 - Nutcracker fair, St. Mar-
tin in-the-Fields, 151 Glenlake
Ave., Toronto, 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. 
NOV. 21 - Holly bazaar , 10 a.m. to
2 p.m., Church of the Resurrec-
tion, 1100 Woodbine Ave., Toronto.
NOV. 21 - Christmas fair, 9 a.m. to
1 p.m., Christ the King, 475 Rath-
burn Rd., Etobicoke.
NOV. 21 - Hollyberry fair, St. Luke,
East York, 904 Coxwell Ave., 9:30
a.m. to 2 p.m. 
NOV.  21 - Holly bazaar, 9 a.m. to 2
p.m., St. James the Apostle,
Brampton, 3 Cathedral Rd. 
NOV. 21 - Christmas bazaar, Christ
Church, 22 Nancy St., Bolton, 9:30

a.m. to 1 p.m. 
NOV. 21 - St. Clement’s Christmas
Marketplace, 10 a.m. to 2 p.m., St.
Clement, 70 St. Clements Ave.,
Toronto.
NOV. 28 - St. Timothy Christmas
Kitchen, 10 a.m.to 1:30 p.m., 100 Old
Orchard Grove, North Toronto.
NOV. 28 - Bazaar, 10 a.m. to 2 p.m.,
St. John, Bowmanville, 11 a.m. to
1:30 p.m.  
NOV. 28 - Bazaar, 9 a.m. to 2 p.m.,
St. Andrew, 2333 Victoria Park Ave.
NOV. 28 - Bazaar, 8 a.m. to 2 p.m.,
St. Paul, Innisfil, corner of Yonge
Street and Mapleview Drive E.,
Barrie. 

PEACHY KEEN
The Rev. Matthew McMillan
(right) holds a duck named
Peaches at a Blessing of Animals
service at St. John, Cookstown
while the Rev. Michelle Childs-
Ward (above) welcomes dogs at a
service at St. George on-the-Hill,
Etobicoke. The service, held at a
number of churches throughout
the diocese in early October, is of-
ten celebrated on or near the
feast of St. Francis of Assisi, the
patron saint of animals and ecol-
ogy. PHOTOS COURTESY OF ST. JOHN’S
AND MICHAEL HUDSON

student at Wycliffe College. “The
convent has been transformation-
al for my life, and it has made me
a much more brave and dynamic
leader within my own church. It
has given me an opportunity to do
a real about-face and follow Christ
in a way that I could not have
imagined. Life has become so
much richer than it ever would
have been if I hadn’t had this time
of formation with the Sisters.”

Sister Constance Joanna says
the initiative has generated a lot of
interest in the church. She has
been asked to speak about it at the
Diocese of Toronto’s upcoming
Synod and at other gatherings

across Canada. “It’s very excit-
ing,” she says. 

A small committee is steering
the program. The group is made
up of Sister Constance Joanna,
Ms. Finlay, Karen Isaacs, who is
the administrative assistant to
Bishop Patrick Yu, Barbara Jenk-
ins, who is the registrar of
Wycliffe College, and Sister Eliza-
beth Rolfe Thomas, the Reverend
Mother of the Sisterhood of St.
John the Divine. 

For more information about
“Spend a Year Living in God’s
Rhythm: Companions on the
Way,” visit www.ssjdcompan-
ions.org. 

Continued from Page 7

Year generates interest
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A
t the conclusion of his
second missionary jour-
ney, Paul returned to
Jerusalem to report on

his progress to the mother
church. From there he made his
way to Antioch in Syria – the
same Syria that is so much in
the news today.

Antioch was the mission head-
quarters of the early church. It
was here that Paul was
recharged and renewed for his
mission journeys. He seemed to
have stayed in Syria for about a
year before setting out on his
next journey. We date this third
journey between 53-57 CE.

The third missionary journey,
as with the second, set out over-
land through Tarsus and into
the provinces of Galatia and
Phrygia. Paul and the team re-
visited the churches that had
been established in the first jour-
ney about five years earlier,
strengthening and encouraging
them. No new places were visit-
ed on this third journey.

In Acts 19, the team came to
Ephesus, the capital of Asia. Here
Paul met the disciples who had
been baptized with John’s bap-
tism but did not know the Holy
Spirit. These were likely Jews
who had been converted by disci-
ples of John the Baptist; they had
been baptized with the baptism of
washing and cleansing in prepa-
ration for the coming Kingdom.
(There was some competition be-
tween the disciples of John and
Jesus in the first century.)

As Paul baptized them and laid
hands on their heads, they began
to prophesy and speak in
tongues, demonstrating the gifts
of the Holy Spirit for empowering
the newly converted. Note that
laying-on-of-hands was an apos-
tolic act. Paul was claiming his
role as an apostle here as else-
where in the New Testament. 

In Ephesus, Paul went first to
the synagogue, as was his cus-
tom. He seemed to have
preached there for three
months. Eventually, opposition
arose in the synagogue, and Paul
and the Christians moved to the
lecture halls of Tyrannus. These
lecture rooms were not occupied
during the heat of the day, so
Paul and the Christians were al-
lowed to use them to teach about
the faith during those hours.
Some ancient writers suggested
that this would have been be-
tween 11 a.m. and 4 p.m. 

Paul and his team were in Eph-
esus for more than two years, his

longest stay in any one place dur-
ing the missionary trips. It was
reported in the Acts that every-
one in the city had a chance to
hear the Gospel (Acts 19:10).

Paul had much success in Eph-
esus. He sent Timothy and Eras-
tus on to Macedonia to prepare
for his forthcoming visit there.
Erastus is mentioned in Romans
16:23. After causing a riot in
Ephesus, Paul moved to Macedo-
nia, strengthening and encour-
aging the young churches
throughout the region. Finally,
he arrived in Greece and stayed
in Corinth for three months.
This was probably where Paul
wrote his most important epistle
– the epistle to the Romans. It
had been Paul’s earnest desire to
go to Rome. He wrote to prepare
the Christians there for his ex-
pected visit, and to prepare
them to become another mission
centre for his further mission to
the west. You will find this part
of Paul’s story in Chapter 19 of
the Acts of the Apostles.

Did Paul make it to Spain? We
will talk about this possibility in
a later column. He did, however,
arrive in Rome, but as a prisoner
in chains. (More about that trip
will be in another column.)

At this point in our dialogue,
we need to spend some time
looking at his writings. Chrono-
logically, the order would proba-
bly be: 1 and 2 Thessalonians,
Galatians, 1 and 2 Corinthians,
Romans, the prison letters
(Philemon, Colossians, Eph-
esians and Philippians) and fi-
nally the pastoral letters (1 and 2
Timothy, Titus). Some have
questioned whether these letters
were actually written by Paul or
by later scribes. This is especial-
ly true of the pastoral letters and
the letter to the Ephesians. 

We will examine the author-
ship issues when we discuss
each epistle, and we will try to
determine the pastoral concerns
that were being addressed with
each letter. Remember, Paul was
usually responding to a pastoral
or theological question ex-
pressed to him by one of the mis-
sion churches. His letters are
primarily pastoral in nature. 

Remember also, we possess
only one side of the discussion.
It is a bit like listening in as your
spouse talks on the telephone.
You only hear the one side of the
conversation. You can try and
determine the other parts of the
discussion, but this is not always
possible. Enjoy the dialogue.

Antioch, Ephesus
play key role

READING THE BIBLE
BY THE REV. CANON DON BEATTY

TO PLACE AN AD CALL 905.833.6200 ext. 22 OR EMAIL ANGLICAN@CHURCHADVERTISING.CA

BUILDING SERVICES

IN MOTION

Appointments
• The Rev. Sheilagh Ashworth,

Regional Dean of Holland
Deanery, Sept. 15. 

• The Rev. Graham McCaffrey,
Priest-in-Charge, Grace
Church in Scarborough, Oct. 1. 

• The Rev. Ian LaFleur, Priest-
in-Charge, St. Cuthbert, Lea-
side, Oct. 1. 

• The Rev. Canon Kevin Robert-
son, Regional Dean of Eglin-
ton Deanery, Oct. 1. 

• The Rev. Adrienne Clements,
Priest-in-Charge, St. David,
Donlands and St. Andrew,
Japanese, Oct. 15.

• The Rev. Megan Jull, Assistant
Curate, Church of the Re-
deemer, Bloor Street, Nov. 1.

• The Ven. Bradley Smith (Dio-
cese of Ontario), Incumbent,
St. John the Evangelist, Peter-
borough, Nov. 15.

Vacant Incumbencies 
Clergy from outside the diocese
with the permission of their bish-
op may apply through the Dioce-
san Executive Assistant, Mrs.
Mary Conliffe, mconliffe@toron-
to.anglican.ca.

• St. James Cathedral

Trent Durham
• Lakefield College School
• St. Mark, Port Hope
• Newcastle & Orono

York – Credit Valley
• St. Olave, Toronto
• St. John the Baptist, Dixie,

Mississauga

York – Scarborough
• St. Timothy, North Toronto

York – Simcoe 
• St. Margaret of Scotland,

Barrie
• All Saints, King City
• St. Mark, Midland

Conclusions
• The Rev. Mary Bell-Plouffe

concluded her ministry at St.
Luke, Peterborough on Sept.
27.

• The Rev. Ajit John will con-
clude his ministry at St.
Matthew, First Avenue on Dec.
25. He will be taking up an ap-
pointment as Chaplain of St.
Mark, Versailles, France (Dio-
cese of Europe) beginning in
early January 2016.

Deaths
• The Rev. Canon William

(Bill) Riesberry died on Sept.
5. Ordained in 1951, he served
as Assistant Curate at St.
Cuthbert, Leaside, and St.
John the Baptist, Norway. He
was then Rector of St. George-
the-Martyr, Parkdale, for four
decades. Retired in 1996, he
served as Priest-in-Charge at
the Parish of Tecumseth and
at Emmanuel, Richmond Hill,
and as Honorary Assistant at
St. Chad, Toronto, and St.
John, East Orangeville. His
funeral was held at St. John,
East Orangeville on Sept. 10.

PRAYER CYCLE

FOR NOVEMBER
1. Flemingdon Park Ministry, a FaithWorks
partner
2. Trinity Church, Campbell’s Cross
3. St. Jude, Bramalea North
4. Our Faith-Our Hope Allocations Committee
5. Mission Strategy Group
6. Inter-Diocesan Learning Community
7. The Communications Department of the

Synod Office
8. The Synod of the Diocese of Toronto
9. The Human Resources Department of the
Synod Office
10. The Stewardship Development Depart-
ment of the Synod Office
11. Military Chaplains
12. Diocesan Council
13. The Synod of the Diocese of Toronto
14. The Synod of the Diocese of Toronto
15. LOFT Community Services
16. Wilkinson Housing and Support Services
(LOFT)
17. Etobicoke Girls’ Residence (LOFT)
18. Ingles House (LOFT)
19. Beverley Lodge (LOFT)

20. McEwan Housing and Support Services
(LOFT)
21. Crosslinks Street Outreach Services
(LOFT)
22. FaithWorks
23. John Gibson House (LOFT)
24. Bradford House (LOFT)
25. College View Supportive Housing (LOFT)
26. St. Anne’s Place (LOFT)
27. Executive Board and Trusts Committee of
the Diocese
28. The Chancellor, Vice-Chancellors and
Registrar of the Diocese
29. St. James Cathedral
30. New Hope Mandarin Ministry

COUNSELLINGBAZAAR

TO ADVERTISE
call 905.833.6200 x22 or email
anglican@churchadvertising.ca

BURIAL PLOTS

COUNSELLING
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Mission trip
to Yukon is
‘phenomenal’

BY THE REV. JORDAN WELLINGTON

WHEN many of us hear the words
“mission trip,” we imagine a mis-
sion field somewhere on the other
side of the world; rarely do we
consider the ample mission field
here in our own country. Many of
us at St. John, Willowdale arrived
at this conclusion when we began
to explore the possibility of em-
barking on our first parish mis-
sion trip. We quickly realized that
we were being called to serve our
neighbours here in Canada, in the
Diocese of Yukon.

The Anglican Church has had a
presence in the Diocese of Yukon
dating back 150 years to the ar-
rival of missionaries from the
Church Missionary Society.
There have been many notable
characters during that time, such
as Bishop Isaac Stringer, who was
forced to boil and eat his sealskin
boots to survive a two-month trek
through the mountains in 1909.
Today, the Diocese of Yukon is
still recognized as a mission dio-
cese, and the sense of rugged mis-
sion is prevalent in the lives of all
those we encountered.

We began our mission trip on
Aug. 1 at 7:30 a.m. After 14 long
hours, we arrived in Dawson City
at 10 p.m. local time. The sun was
still brightly shining, something
we would grow accustomed to, as
the sun only somewhat set be-
tween 3 a.m. and 4 a.m.

Our first night was spent
preparing for Holy Communion at
St. Paul, Dawson City. In the late
hours, we set up our worship
team and unpacked our vest-
ments, I put the finishing touches
on my homily, and we readied
ourselves to share worship from
our church with the Rev. Laurie
Munro and her parishioners at St.
Paul’s. That morning’s worship
was truly a blessing!

Our week in Dawson City and
nearby Moosehide was full of
physical, emotional and spiritual

labours. We ran a Vacation Bible
School for 12 to 15 children, which
we learned was incredibly impor-
tant to the parishioners of St.
Paul’s and the wider community.
We also undertook a number of
building and renewal projects.
Toward the end of the week, we
held a casual concert for Dawson
City and Moosehide, borrowing
instruments from the local
school. The evening was full of
beautiful moments, particularly
when one of our VBS kids shared
that this was the first time he had
ever seen or heard a cello.

As we connected with local
families, they told us phenomenal
stories about their lives. We
learned that due to the incredible
expense, food and other materials
we often take for granted were
not easily accessible to most fam-
ilies. This hit home when we went
to the only grocery store in Daw-
son to purchase a little bar of
cheese, which cost $45.

This led us to ask about vegeta-
bles, which were nowhere to be
found in the grocery store. The
children told us that the majority
of families have greenhouses to
grow fruits and vegetables. Every
weekend, the whole community
gathers with its produce to sell to
one another. Everyone in Dawson
is tightly woven together; if a fam-
ily prospers, it shares its bless-
ings with the whole community. 

We enjoyed a phenomenal and
very successful mission to Daw-
son City and Moosehide. St. John,
Willowdale will continue to sup-
port St. Paul, Dawson City, and we
hope to lead bi-yearly missions to
the Diocese of Yukon. If your
parish is considering a mission
trip, we encourage you to prayer-
fully consider supporting our
northern church and communi-
ties.

The Rev. Jordan Wellington is
the associate priest of St. John,
Willowdale. 

St. John, Willowdale’s mission team above Dawson City. 

Group experiences
life in North

WORLD
BRIEFS
Archbishop has
Toronto connection
Archbishop Paul Kim, who served
as a priest for a Korean congrega-

tion in Toronto in the 1990s,
presided at a service at St. Mary
and St. Nicholas Cathedral in
Seoul, South Korea recently to
celebrate 125 years of Anglican
mission and ministry on the Kore-
an Peninsula. Anglicans filled the
cathedral, with more worshippers
outside watching on three giant
television screens. The service in-
cluded traditional Anglican
hymns in Korean, as well as some

compositions played with Korean
folk instruments. Participants
prayed for unification and recon-
ciliation of the Korean peninsula,
long a dream in a country divided
into north and south. The Diocese
of Seoul was companion diocese
to the Diocese of Toronto when
the centennial of the church in
Korea was celebrated in 1990.
Anglican Communion News
Service


